Studies on the nature of autoimmunity in myasthenia gravis. Evidence for an immunodeficiency type.
Clinical and laboratory data continue to support the concept of a genetically determined breakdown of immunological tolerance in myasthenia gravis with immunological damage to the motor end plates. The demonstration of impaired function of thymus-derived lymphocytes and of IgA deficiency correlate well with the clinical data in which there is an increase incidence of autoimmune diseases associated with anergy. Whilst the exact pathogenesis of myasthenia gravis is unknown, the available data support the concept of an immune deficiency disorder.